The House of Commons
competence, he may hope for a place on the Bench if he
serves his party well; these are types in which the Right
seems to specialize Without repining. On the other, the
big trade unions are able tc put many of the officials
directly into the House without the need too carefully to
enquire into their fitness for the place. The more one
considers our method of choosing candidates, the more
their control as members by the Cabinet or party to
which they owe allegiance seems a wise innovation. It
puts the onus of responsibility for action squarely where
it ought to be; that enables it to be judged when the
Cabinet's term of office is over. At the same time it pro-
vides a debating assembly which reflects pretty accurately
the dominant composition of the electorate. Party control
is an assurance that, normally, the private member will
do what he is sent to Westminster to do; and if he is kept
in his place by his masters, he is fully able to make his
views known. The result is a system which, with all its
defects, makes for the clear direction of affairs, and the
full discussion of that direction. These are merits the
greatness of which men only feel when a change of
system prevents the possibility of their operation.
2.
The Cabinet is a committee of that party or parties
which commands a majority in the House of Commons*
I shall discuss in a later chapter the methods of its organi-
zation and functioning. Here I shall be concerned with
the consequences of the view urged above that the secret
of parliamentary efficiency is the control of due House by
the Cabinet. What, in effect, is the purpose of that
control ? Above all, clearly, to put a coherent programme
into operation, and to secure for it the formal legal con-
sent that the Constitution requires. Parliament is the
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